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[ASKTHEEXPERTS]

Y
ROGER CODRAI ALAN DAWSON NOREEN DE WET CHERAL KENNEDY
INTERPLANT HORTICULTURE ALAN DAWSON GARDENS PENINSULA LANDSCAPING LIVING MATTER — LANDSCAPE STYLING AND DESIGN

How did you get into your line of business? Given the
task of gardening at school a5 a punishment, | discovered 3
love and passion for the work, After spending many years
in the industry, L opened my own company.

Tell us about your business - what you do, what
you sell, ete, Interplant designs, creates and maintains
outdoor spaces — we do everything from greening

new large-scabe developments 1o detailed projects for
individual homeowners.

What type of people use your services? Developers
and individuals who value qualiny, and want to have an
ongoing relationship with their gardens.

Are there specific trends for summier? The cutting
edge, | belseve, is the blurring of the distinction between
indioor and outdoor spaces — vwap a plain plastensd wall
for a biving wall, for example, Water-wise is still key, but
by now that's a given, Composters and blo-digesters are
becoming populas, but | do hope this isnt a trend - we
need to recyde.

What are the advantages of using your products/
services? Interplant has a well-developed network of
suppliers. We offer consultatbons and hone all ideas and
budgets until needs are met. When you deal with us,

you communicate with the owner of the company, not a
manaqger. We quarantee our warkmanship and we deliver
o L,

What advice can you give homeowners relating to
their gardens/entertainment areas? Avoid thatched
braai lapas, garden gnomes and invasne alien plants!
What value will your service/products give

to a property? Landicaping should be viewed as

an irvestment, not & cost. We create and Fulfd aur

clients visions. The process is abways an education for

#l congermed,

Do you have a particular design or signature that
people associate with your work? Eath space calls for
a fresh idea; we try to avoid formudas, but workmanship,
attention to detail and Tollow-up set us apart. However,
we're streng advocates of using indigenous, and therefore
water-wise, plants.

o
Interplant

HORTICLULTURE

+27 (01214612543 | rogendinterplant.coto

How did you get into your line of business? While dang
ey Doc-year national service, | dedded to study hortioiure
Iikce vy lider benther and business pariner, Marc, who was
completing his horticultural studies. | was awarded a bursary
fresrry Spoomet for my studies. | left Cape Towen and attended the
Spoomet Hortiouitural Colizge in Meerhod, just outside Pretoria.
Adter that | ereodled for 2 National Diphema in Hortioulare at the
Cape Technikon. | ook exira subjects in the National Diploma

in Landscape Fechnolooy, After my studies | started working to
pay back my bursary, but was offered a package to keave when
Spoomet was resructured, | stamed our business in 1994 with my
wifie, Paula, wha also a hortouiunst

Tell us about your business - what you da, what you
sell, ete, We specialie in landscaping domestic gardens,
althcugh we alsa da commergial Lendscaping rom Tame to
timee. We landscape different sizes of gandens, from small
coirtyards Eo private estates, We do our ovm in-howse
landscape design as well as implement gardens designed by
other landscape architects and designess. We offer a complete
landscape service, From design o completion,

What type of people use your services? Our services are
used by an amay of people, from private hameownéns wanting
to beautify and enhance thelr properties, and reddential and
commercial developers wanting to add value 1o properties prior
tia sale or rerital, b schoals and preschools wartting Lo create
garden areas for the kids,

Are there spefic trends for summer? We're noticing

that miee peopée wish 1o have a herb or vegetable garden
incorporatid info thelr garden design. Were abo planting up a lot
more indigenous ganders, There's a huge amount of indigengus
plants available and the grwers are constantly prmiding
landscapers with nesw plant material

What are the advantages of using your products/services?
We have been in operation for 15 years, Lindscaping gandens

all over Cape Town. We have well-qualified, hard-working and
understanding staff who ervure that our deents’ needs and wants
are et Chier the years we've won numenous SALI awards for
landscaping. We are creative yet practical and ensure that our
cliesits ane hefit sasislied at the énd of a project. We have good plant
knowledge and understand plants’ requirements.
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+27 0121 7629595 | wwnwalondawsongardens, corg

Tell us about your business - what you do, what you
sedl, ete., My hushand Colin and | started our business in 1992
and since then we have been involved primarify in commescial
landscaping, working in conjunction with landscape architects
o projects like winedes and housing complioas as well s retal
gentres like Century City, Pick n Pay head office, and Croydon Olive
Estate. In the last cowple of years we have broadened aur scope of
wark to inchude the residential madeet, and in conjunction with
Viridian Consulting Landscape Architects, we were invotved in 2
large [andscaping project for ina Paarman. We have recerly set
up & comimenial mantenande dnion

What type of people use your services? We work with
laredscape architects, developers and homeoamers — amone wha
needs 3 reliable landscaper!

Are there spacific trends for summer? Always! But the main
trered in landscaping s the move towands planting indigenous
waber-wise phands and trees o create & holistic ecosystem in
which miceo-fauna, such as butterflies, birds, frogs and so on,
it Ehrive. Ingorporating vegetables into urban gardens has also
increased recently, especially in these difficult economic times
What are the advantages of using your products/’
services? We are a famiy-nun business with the abiliy to
implement |lame combracts and offer hands-on senvice. We have 3
wery bow staff tumaver and our core team is madse up of father,
sans and other Family members who have worked with e for
rnany years. We have also empowened Landscaping teams that
nomw subcontract o s, Dur office administratos, Traoey Sabbert,
rurs a tight ship, providing good suppart and enabling work on
e o run smoathly and cost-effecieely,

What value will your service/products give to a property?
Landhcaping areates a sanctuary of calm away from the stresses
of everyday life. It enhances the visual aspect of your property
an often creates the first imgression. A garden area that is well
designed and integrated with the while property will indrease
The resake value of your property,

Do you have a particular design or signature that people
associate with your woak? Ourwork is.3s vaned as the
projects, landscaps archatects and individuals we work with.

Wi aimn R0 interpret our chients requinsents and moormpanale 3
simple, elegant style with lange groupings of selecied spedes.
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+27 (W21 7157046 | penlandisac.com

How did you get into your line of business? | did a ot of
sovtil-searching I ey late 205 to decide what | was passionate
about and what type of business | wanted to be a part of
While being an aistic, outdoor persen and avid nature
[wvor, It just made vense to merge dewsgn and outdoars. With
the skilks and expenence I'd gained working in 3 cporate
erwirpnment, | was confident that [ could man my cwn
bausiness successhully, sol packed up the fast-paced life | was
[eading and stasted my own landscape styling and design
company called Living Matter,

Tell us about your business — what you do, what

youl sell, eve. Living Matter & a creative landscape design
stusdio focusing primarily om designing and styfing unigue
landscapes {2-0 and 3-0) for corporate and upmarket
residential clients in the Westem Cape. We also oversee

the implementation process (using our network of highly
qualified, quality and service-prientated pariners) 1o ensure
the design is implemented consistently and successfully.
What types of people use your services? Upmarket
residential homemamers, property developers, owtdoor-living
installers (for example, decking), landscapers and architects.
Are there specific trends for summer? Qur diends are
maving towards outdoar living aneas with simple, relaxing
lines, The energy of the space is light, natural and refreshing
The style has gone back 1o basics. And definitely green.
What are the advantages of using your services? Our
designs aren't limited to any speific styde, or tried-and-tested
products in the market, or what the client can concede, We
are limithess in our designs concepls, out-the-bo thinkers
ard trendsetiers, We design, Dur partners implement. Each
person concentrates on their areas of expertise, ensuing that
the final landscape is of a high standard of quality and is at
the Forefront of creativity.

What advice can you give homeawners relating to
their gardens/entertainment areas? Plan first! With 2
budget and 3 professional design, You can Save maney,
What value will your service/products give to a
property? Awell-designed and implemented landscape can
increase a propeny’s vabue by up 1o 20 per cent, depending
o the extent and quabity of workmanship induded in it

W Living Matter

+27 (0182 825 0982 | wwwlhvingmatter,co.sg
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LONGMANS LANDSCAPING

How did you getinto your line of business? Whilst
studying for my Mational Diploma in Hortioulture at Cape
Technikon, | spent the first practical portion of the course at
a local garden nursery. The customers would often require

a planting service, and a5 we had no landscaping portion 1o
thve busineess, the nursery owmer would refer customers to
me. | was required to complete 3 further six months practical
portion at the end of the theee-year cowrse, and | tald my
lecturer that I'd be starting my own landscaping business.
With comgpost, Iools and a couple of workers packed into my
Mom's old Mere, we set off 10 create gardens! Steady growth
necessitated me taking on a panner in 2006, and singe then
ihe business has grown exponentially,

Tell us abowt your business — what you do, what you
sell, ete. We offier a range of landscaping and horticultwral
services, from evaluating the initial site and garden design
i itemised costings, selecting suitable plants, installing
irrigation and |rnp|Ernent|ng ouf landicape designs. We
folbenw this up with a seasonal maintenance service, where
we care for the garden and carry out the required pruning,
compasting and fertilizing 1o ensure that your irvestmient is
well locked after,

What type of people use your services? | meet such a
wariety of interesting people every day in my business and
this is probabsly the bsgoest positive of being a landscaper,
Maryy of my clients have been with me for maost of the 10
years 've been in operation, They range from residential
clients with a small courtyard garden to architects, builders,
project managers, large property developers and office
construction companies.

What value will your service/products give to a
property? Our clients generally want 1o have their gandens
propetly landscaped o enhance their homses, The garden has
become an extension ta the house and mast dients request
that the layout is practical, often low-maintenance, water-
wise and able 1o be used by both adults and children alike.
Drice we have completed the landscaping and achieved their
requirements, there’s a practical and financial valwe that
Fias been added 10 the property = plus our dients ane happy
with the result.

CANDSCAPING

ML HORTICARE

How did you get into your line of business? Gardening
has always been my passion and hobby and it evendually
became my career. Im a qualified horticufurist and plant
beeeder. | started my career a5 a project manager on a
production farm For freth-cut roses. Thien, wishing 1o broaden
mry Forizons, | worked in Holland, which was 3 great leaming
curve and expenience, On miy retum 1o 54, Christo Wiese
feeded a horticulburist Bo maintain and smgieee his groands
on the estabe af the Lanzerac Hotel in Stellenbosch | took the
job a5 general ground manager and horticultunst, and worked
there for three years. After that, | staned my own landscape
bissiness ard accpuined mey first blg contract to landscape all
public open spaces and wetlands for Boschenmeer Golf Estate,
Other projects foflmved, and the rest is history, .

Tell us about your bussvess - what you do, what you sell,
et The busingss is about deskyning extemal spaces. Ensuring
that Land, water, built emiranment and views combine 1o fom
an inteqral and hammorac part of your development, estate or
land. We supply the complete garderang solution, froem the
design to sod preparation, bulding of fountains, water featunes
and curtys as well as the irtallation of imigation systems and the
planting of trees and shndrs.

What type of peophe use your services? Maostly property
developers and also homemimers.

Are there spacific trends for summer? | think the water-
wisie way i mairstream. The strategic planting of deciduous
trees angurdd your home can redue your need for cendral air
conditioning. A quick-growing -.'Iin'lhing vinean a lattice o
trellis is also an excellent natural shade device, espedally for
patio areds. A specific garden aeea for kids is a priity, With
the trend of buying more bocal produce, you can't get mose
local than growing your own herbs, veqetables and fruit.
What are the advantages of using your products/
services? Garders, courtyands, water features, bemaces, pools,
pergalas and fences enrich and complement the interior spaces of
youir property. Qur products/seevices ane of avery high standard;
we use only the best-guality products, from imigation through
b disease-iree plant material We place great emphasis on soil
preparation and fernlizaten, as this foms 1he foundation of
creating healthy plands that will oreate 3 beautiful garden.

SEN

ML HORTICARE

+27 (0182 898 9187 | mioubsenételkomsa.net

THE GREEN PERSPECTIVE

How did you get into your line of business?

I've always had an interest in nature, | started a gardening
company 20 years ago &5 it was something different 1o du,
and the business grew from there.

Tell us about your business - what you do, what you
sell, etx.

We design, build and maintain award-winning gardens.
What type of people use your services?

Qur clients inclede corporates, hotels, wine estates,
universities, property developers, housing estates,
construction companies and owners of upmarket homes.
Are there specific trends for summer?

Landscapimg and gardeninig is a year-round activity,
However, in the hot summer months one focuses on the
E'H.Il'.il.'l'l[ use ﬂ{a VET'Y Procogs PEEOLIEE: WaLEr

A water-wise garden using plants suitable for our local
climate assi5ts us in Cutting down on Ehe excessive use
of water

What are the advantages of using your
products/services?

We develop, design, install and maimtain water-wise
gardens and/or landscapes using mostly indigenous
plant materials and efficient watering systems, like

drip irrigation,

What advice can you give homeowners relating to
their gardens/entertalnment areas?

Gardens and entertainment areas should be an integral
part of the house. Comect landscape design will assist
thi homeowner in utilising areas cutside efectively for
entertainment and relaxation,

A Landscape design should idealty form part of the initial
design brief when designing a house, just as interior
design does.

What value will your service/products give

to a property?

It showld add ar least five per cent to the property value.
Do you have a particular design or signature that
people associate with your work?

Hatural' is the woed | wiould wse 1o desoribe our
Landscape desbgns

ARG DESIGN

How did you get into your line of business? | started off in
dhairy Tamning, bt quiddy realied [ was in the wiong Tiekd | then
studied hortiautture, found my passion in landscaping, spedfically
in deign, and made & conscious dedision to focus my enemies on
dhevelpang iy deign aspect

Tl us about your busingss —what you do, what you sell,
etr. (urbisiness is landscape achitecture and design. We design
the interface between bulit emironment {anything constnacted)
and the sumrpundineg landscape. Dur comgany's viskon ks, 'Creating
Inspirational, Innovative Solutions for Sustainable Settlements
and Buildings. Finding sustainable solutions and using them in
thee developments v do s central to our approach. Sustamnabdty®
i5 @ woed you hear 2 hot these days. inour word it means koking
it the tiosphere 25 a complex intermelationship and cyce as
oppoed 1o a cominady, We sirm b0 suppan and enhance this
interrelationship and the marmiage of bulding and kindscape.
What type of people use your services? Property
devedapers, State and parastatal bodees, kocal councils, private
comparies, fams, blue-chip residential developements and
private homecsmiens, Qurs i an enorms fisld with a broad
range of services.

Are there specific trends for summeer? & of Juby, we offically
hezadied o a drougiht cyde with an B Nifo oscillation having been
identified, so thoughts are fuming to water scanty and how best
to prepure for that, Bulding buffer capacty within our landscapes
I% ot a pricarity, This ks am undolding peocis and some progresshe
thinkers are embracing it faster than others.

What are the advantages of using your products/services?
A Esautiful ervimnment makes your property moee attracthe
than your competitors. This traskates imto money, be that R in
sales, rental or foot traffic. Buffering capacity can protect both your
buslding and landscaping investment from damage. Beseanch
supports this. Research also supports that 3 natural envimnment
redudes creme, viokence, depression and vandalism it is alsa
peoven o help with concentration and a sense of wellbeing. We
are BEE-rated a5 3 Leved T company, Bveryone is concemed
about sving the planet nght now, but wmsure of how to make a
meannghd difference, Recreating a functioning biosphere within
i bocal emaronmient & ponsibly the single mast mportant
copinbaution you can make. We can show you how,

+37 (01215319329 | wwwgreenperspective.cosa

+I7(QI21 4482666 | wwwargdeiign.oosg
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LEON WAGENAAR

KATHRYN WAIT

VULA ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

How did you get into your line of business? | studied
horticulture and then fire ans, majoring in Soulptune - thes
intmduced me inemironmental art. | then worked for a number
of leading landscape achitects and Landscaping contractors wntil
i formmaed Vula in 1999, We now work from Alesander Bay all the
way to Aguihas.

Tedl us about your business — what you do, what you sall,
et Wi focus on the disign and construction of ecologically
balanced and sustanable landscapes. On the industnal side,

we do mine rehabilitation and dune redlamation as well s golf
estates and shopping centres. We grow local indigenous plants
anad sugpaply bk seed fior reabibtation and hdi-seeding

e also install imigation systems, control alien vegetation and
stabilise emsion in degraded emironments.

What type of people use your services? Our chent base
inchudes private individuaks, propenty developers, mining
Companiss, divil contractons and muriipalities.

fire there spedfic trends for summer? Summer tronds?

He, e don't do these = we develop landscapes that inteqrate
pecple’s Wving spaces back into nature. That s not a short-tem
trend at all

What are the advantages of using your products/
services? The landscapes we create ane sustainabile,
ecologically sound, and good for you and our planet, This
type af garden is very economical in both the shart and long
ferm, We affer a scientific approach to landscaping, not just
short-lived seasonal colour,

What advice can you give homeowners relating to their
gardens/entertainment aneas? Manage your ganden as an
eqnsystem and not a5 3 one-off 3-0 panting, 1 will rewand you
for years to come

What value will your service/products give toa
property? Good conceptual basics, approgeiate dedign and
thorugh construction are as important for a buikding & proper
founduations. You can rety on this for years to come to enhance the
appearance and experence of your extermal lhing space.

Do you hawe 3 particular design or signature that people
assodate with your wark? We pioneersd the aossover trend
that brought natural wild gardent into the suburbs. Our landscapes
are appropriabe to bocal dimatic conditions and Inving ecosystems.

+37 (0082 564 5748 | adminivilebir

LEON WAGENAAR LANDSCAPE DESIGN

How did you get into your line of business? Even though |
started out in the engineenng business, I've always had a passion
for gardens and gamden design. 1 wes only after 15 yearsin
engineening that | decided | had to follow my deam_ | attended
somie-courses at Lifestyle College and that was the beginning of
my Landscaping busingss — I've never lpoked back since.

Tell us about your business — what you do, what you
sell, ete. inthe business, | utilise design together with
haedscape implementation in create unique and individualistic
gardens, My main aim is to um my dients’ dreams info reasity,
| also specialise in designing koi ponds and water features.
What type of people use your services? My cliertele i
made up of vasioas types of people, from corporate businesses
ta individual homeowners,

fre there specific trends for summer? Summer trends
include gandens with a stronag visual impact, cnes that are

low on maintenange and look good all year round, Variows
farden art and outdoor sculptuses featuse strongly this year
Well-desigmed water features always beane a good impression
in any garden,

What are the advantages of using your products/
services? Quality service and good value for money leave

me with & satisfied customer, which i my main aim. This is
also the reason that | receive great repeat business from alt
Ty chients,

What advice can you give hemeowners relating (o their
gardens/entertainment areas? Homeowners should

see their gardens as.an outdoor extervion of their indoor
living space, Thenefore, they need to inviest in an established
landscaper with 3 good reputation and good references,
What value will your service/products give to a
property? Remember, a garden abways creates a first
impression of any house. A well-designed gasden nof only
enhances 3 home, it also enhances the soul, and will enswre 3
Qood refum on your imesiment.

Do you have a particular design or signature that
people associate with your work? Each garden should
be an individual creation, as each client has his or her owm
preference and tastes. All the gardens that |'ve created

ArE umique,
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Leon'Wagenaar

lafndEcape deaigs

+ATI0I76 1471 4996 | +27 (0162 5214508

LAVENDER & THYME LANDSCAPING

How did you get into your line of business? It my maom’s
fault, really! She seeded my passion for gasdening when | was
yours] ard I've ahways had ‘green fingers. Later | disoovered that |
albin have an eye for design.

Tell us about your business - what you do, what you sell,
#ti, We are based in Tokai and we spedalise in designing and
imstalling upmarket residential garders in Lape Town' southem
suburbs, We manage all stages of the irstallation process,

from planning throwgh o completion, induding specalised
maintenance afterwards, We also offer project management of
all apects of the utside space; from site excavation, tree fefling,
iFTiegation, water featunes, panineg and vesoden decking to the
irstallation of swimeming pools, tennis courts and cridket pitches.
What type of people use your services? Some of our
clients approach us to revamp their existing gardens and other
clients are starting from soratch, having just built or renovated
their homies, We gater for all garden styles, from classic French
and English country gardens to comtemparary, indigenous and
water-wise gardens, sowe appeal to anyone wh is looking
for a quality service.

Are there specific trends for summer? Purple and white’
contirues to be a firm favourite, but people are tending to want
miee colour in thelr gandens. Peaple continue 1o seek primarily
low-maintenance gardens with water-wise plants, but they are
definitely looking for somiething stylih at the same time.

What are the advantages of using your products’
services? We sirive fo acourately interpeet the vision that our
dlienits have for their homees and garders, then we tailar this
around the practical parameters and their budgets. Each garden
B unique — we pride purselves on the quality of curwork and
aftention to detail. f'm very dedicated and passionate about my
gardens and have a hands-on approacty. It tndy wenderful to
spend time creaking things of beauty and then to come back and
e hows the gardens have fiourished and filked out cver time!
What advice can you give homeowners relating to their
gardens/entertainment areas? 15 imporiant 1 oomider the
garden s an extensian of the ving space; the ganden should be
taored towarth the famly's estyle requirements. It imponiant 1o
have: & qood fiow from the entertairment aneas out 1o the panden
aned the garden should frame these areas in an inviling way,

LAVENDER & THYME

= landscaping and gardens —

+I7 QB2 TTF 186 | wwwlavenderandtfyme. o
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